
Trinity 4 

My dear Friends,  

As we slowly and cautiously find a way out of lockdown many stories of what has occurred at 

home and abroad are emerging of heroism, self denial, and sacrifice. I read recently of 

events in Italy where there was a priest named Father Giuseppe Bernardelli aged 72 who 

had contracted the coronavirus. He had been in hospital several days on a ventilator which 

had been bought by his grateful parishioners to help him fight the infection. He heard of a 

younger patient without a ventilator and gave his to them. He died soon after. He was one of 

30 priests in Italy who died in the early days of the pandemic ministering to sick people.  

Few of us thankfully will be called upon to make such sacrifices and be faithful unto death. 

We know that at home there are many people who have in the last five months died in their 

vocations as nurses, carers and doctors as well as bus drivers and security guards. Ordinary 

people going about their essential daily tasks to help and bring succour and support to the 

rest of us. This weekend we will recall the 72nd birthday of the NHS and will be given 

another opportunity to express our gratitude and appreciation of all those who give their 

lives in service of others.  

Also at this time of year, Petertide, we normally celebrate in great services in Cathedrals and 

Abbeys the Ordination of Deacons and Priests. Men and women who answer a call to the 

vocation of the Sacred Ministry. This year inevitably things are very different throughout 

Christendom. There are still limitations on services and gatherings that we have to abide by 

under the law. However last Saturday our Bishop conducted an Ordination service in our 

Mother Church the Cathedral at Llandaff. This was done under government approval and 

there were only a handful of people present who had a direct involvement in the service. It 

was a very special moment for those who were ordained. However it was not possible to 

ordain all the candidates who have been prepared this year. The Reverend Ruth Coombs 

who has served faithfully and with distinction in the parish of Roath in her diaconate was 

one of those who has to wait a while longer until restrictions are further eased when they 

will be ordained. We thank God for all those who are offering themselves for service and 

pray for them as they continue to minister in a Church and Nation which will certainly be 

different and challenging for us all.  

In the Gospel this week our Lord Jesus says "Come to me, all you that are weary and carrying 

heavy burdens, and I will give you rest." (Matthew Ch 11, v28). Many of us will l know turn to 

him in prayer and reflection when we are stressed and anxious. As we seek to live our lives 

as Christians we do so in the knowledge that we are called to be like Jesus. Those who offer 

care and support in health care, community service and ordained ministry all in separate and 

various ways are following Jesus’ example of relieving the burdens of those in need. One of 

the lessons that we are learning through this pandemic is that we must rely on each other, 

listening and caring and striving to help. We can try to be like Jesus "gentle and humble in 

heart" and through him find rest for our souls.  

Best wishes and prayers  

Stewart  

 

The Reverend Canon Stewart Lisk,  

Vicar of Roath and Area Dean of Cardiff.  


